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tiguous Rajputana States, and particularly in Sind, where scores of
prehistoric sites yet unexplored or only imperfectly known during
the last decade stand in danger of being destroyed with the spread
of cultivation in the wake of the Sukkur Barrage scheme.   In some
instances the discovery of valuable historical material in course of
digging canals has been brought to the notice of the Archaeological
Department, but in most cases these reports are not made and the
loss to science is incalculable.   As an instance of the former may
be mentioned the discovery of a large hoard of Kashmir coins
found in the course of excavating a canal in the Banda District of
Bundelkhand, United Provinces, which corroborated the claim of
the conquest of that part by a Kashmir prince made in the well-
known Kashmir chronicle Rdjataranginl.   In the Madras Presidency
the cromlechs, cists and other forms of burials practised by the
historic and iron age inhabitants are in danger of being destroyed
by cultivators and amateur diggers; and it is rarely possible for
the Archaeological Department to take measures before the mis-
chief has been well-nigh completed, in some cases irretrievably,
As the reconstruction of the earliest history of the Madras Presi-
dency depends upon the proper examination and fruitful synthesis
of the results of these early monuments, the importance of pro-
tecting them is obvious.

The initial stages of the work of conservation as it was conceived
and accomplished by Sir John Marshall have been detailed in
Chapter I of this volume. Suffice it to say that it was his guiding
hand and forethought that laid out the principal details of the
scheme of conservation, as at present followed in every essential
detail by the staff of the Archaeological and Public Works Depart-
ments who are responsible for this work. The main principles
underlying conservation have been clearly set forth in a depart-
mental manual, entitled Conservation Manual, which covers the